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SUMMER BIRTHDAY CORNER 
May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .  

wrapped in God’s love for you!  

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

JULY 

Nnenna Ijiomah 7/1 

Gene Coumbe 7/6 

Lois Halvorsen 7/10 

Sherri Officer  7/11 

Tappy Berge  7/13 

Elaine Carey  7/14 

Rachel McPherson 7/14 

Matthew Nagy 7/15 

Beverly Kay  7/22 

Nora Berge  7/23 

Audrey Silsbee 7/23 

Ivan Ellis           7/24 

Robert Oswald 7/25 

 

AUGUST 

K. C. Saechao  8/1 

Donna Timbrook 8/1 

Norma Miller  8/2 

Judi Fortune  8/11 

Lou Ann Mercado 8/11 

Stephen Hancock 8/13 

Jacob Immanuel 8/15 

Mel Lindquist  8/17 

Linda Harvey  8/21 

Pat Yoder  8/27 

Samuel Mainwaring 8/29 

pastor’s corner    Randy Butler  

Last month we recalled that Christians owe our ultimate allegiance to the one 

who in Scripture is named the King of kings and Lord of lords.  We do our best to 

follow and live as Jesus lived.  What does that mean in these days of political 

tension?   

The New Testament is very clear in the first place about our praying for those in 

authority.  I Timothy 2:1-2 says, “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, pray-

ers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for kings and all who are in high 

positions.”  That’s pretty clear.  We pray for local, national and international lead-

ers, whether we agree with them or not.  We may or may not agree with Presi-

dent Trump’s positions, policies (or Tweets!), but we ought to be praying for him.  

And to the degree that it is best for our country, we will want to pray for his suc-

cess.    

Furthermore the New Testament encourages our support and acceptance of 

governmental authority.  Romans 13:1 says, “Let every person be subject to the 

governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those au-

thorities that exist have been instituted by God.” (also 1 Peter 2:13)   

It is, of course, possible that authorities instituted by God will forsake their privi-

lege and responsibility to govern with justice.  What then?  There are texts like 

those above which encourage support of the government, but there are also 

texts which make a case for resistance.  The response of Moses and the people 

of Israel to the oppressive policies of the Pharaoh in Egypt are perhaps the most 

prominent example.  Moses was the leader of a major resistance and liberation 

movement.  The support of cruel and unjust governments clearly has its limits.  

The prophets of Israel are another example of resistance.  As we often say, they 

“spoke truth to power.”  The prophet Jeremiah spoke out against the kings of his 

day and was persecuted for it.   

Jesus practiced resistance as well.  He had no quarrel with governmental au-

thority.  He wasn’t a rebel.  When asked whether it was right to pay taxes, He 

said, “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.”  But he challenged the religious and governmental au-

thorities enough for them to have him crucified.  Crucifixion in fact was the su-

preme penalty for those who were a threat to the empire.  His example of non-

violent resistance has been an inspiration for many over the centuries.   

So, there is a place for resistance.  And if you are seriously concerned with the 

government’s policies on any given important issue, then peaceful demonstra-

tion and resistance are certainly appropriate responses for one who follows the 

King of kings and Lord of lords.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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In all this, followers of Jesus remember that poli-
tics does not have the final word over our lives.  
Contemporary theologian Miroslav Wolf says, 
“Politics touches everything, but politics is not 
everything.”  It will be wise for us to keep per-
spective.  The intensity of this period in Ameri-
can politics will give way to another time with its 
concerns.  So keep praying, friends; keep per-
spective, and get involved in any way that 
brings honor and glory to God through Jesus 
Christ.  

— Pastor Randy                                     

trinity family picnic! 
When:  Saturday July 29, Noon to 4:00 
pm.  We will begin serving hotdogs and ham-
burgers at approximately 1:00 pm. 

Where:  Paramount School Park Shelter, 
NE155th and 8

th
 Ave. NE.  

Hamburgers, hotdogs and all the “fixings” plus 
beverages, paper plates, and tableware will be 
provided. Bring a side dish or dessert to share. 

There will be games and just visiting. If you   
have a favorite outdoor game, be sure to bring   
it along. There are picnic tables, but you are   
encouraged to bring lawn chairs as well. 

munch bunch 
Tuesday, July 4th, we will meet for a barbecue 
at the Ellis cabin at Lake Cavanaugh. Bring a 
side dish or dessert. Hot dogs and hamburgers 
will be provided.  Rides can be arranged. The 
Kiddie 4th of July Parade is at 11 am.  There is 
no road access along the lake from the boat 
launch to Deer Creek Rd. just before and during 
the parade (about a half hour of closure.) Get 
there between 10:30 and 10:45 to get parked 
and set to watch this wonderful parade!  We will 
eat about 12:30 pm.  Walks to the lake and 
around the lakeshore, sitting and visiting, and 
going to the Community Rummage sale are all 
part of the day. Contact Janice Ellis for direc-
tions and map. 

The Munch Bunch will also meet August 23 at 
12:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  

thank you! 
We would like to give a warm thank you for the 
many cards and good wishes in celebration of 
our recent  marriage on May 6th. 

—Carol Paige and Larry Fauquet 

book group 
There will be no meetings during July and       
August but all are encouraged to read the Sep-
tember book "All the Light We Cannot See" by 
Anthony Doer which is a bit longer than many    
of our books.  Goodreads begins its review with 
"From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-

winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly 
ambitious instant New York Times bestseller 
about a blind French girl and a German boy 
whose paths collide in occupied France as both 
try to survive the devastation of World War II."  
Sounds intriguing, doesn't it?  Do plan to join us 
in September. 

The entire list of next year's books is available 
on the Trinity web site. Go to www.trinpc.org, 
then click on the "Adults" tab.  There are links to 
the book lists in the discussion of the Trinity 
Book Group.  Looking through past years' lists 
can give you good ideas for summer reading! 

women's retreat 
Trinity's Women's Retreat will be the weekend 
of September 8—10 at the Gwinwood Christian 
Center in Lacey.   More details to come!  

hopelink 
In July & August, we’ll be collecting tuna fish or 
canned chicken, peanut butter, and packages of 
pasta or rice.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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In Youth Group recently we talked about Jesus 
being the Good Shepherd in John 10.  This is 
one of the most powerful expressions of our rela-
tionship with Jesus in Scripture.  There was a 
story in the news a few years ago about some 
shepherds in Turkey who lost over 400 sheep 
because they were eating breakfast instead of 
leading their sheep.  One sheep went over a 
steep cliff and the rest of the sheep followed. 

Sheep are very dumb animals and they are in-
clined to follow a leader.  They are tuned in to 
the voice of their shepherd and can recognize 
that voice over the distraction of other voices that 
would lead them astray.  In the absence of the 
voice and leadership of their shepherds, these 
sheep in Turkey chose to follow the leadership of 
the first sheep who went over the cliff. The rest 
followed to their death. 

Jesus knows us intimately and calls us by name 
into the goodness and safety of his pastures.  
Jesus is our Good Shepherd who laid down his 
life for his sheep - for us. We just have to follow 
his voice.  Verse 10 of John 10 is one of my fa-
vorites.  It says “The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly.” 

What are the thieves who are trying to steal, kill 
and destroy in your life and keeping you from  
experiencing the abundance of life in Christ? 

Sometimes we can even lead ourselves astray if 
we aren’t following the voice of our Good Shep-
herd.  I pray that we all can better listen for the 
voice of Christ in our lives and follow it to safety 
and abundance. 

God is moving in our youth group as we continue 
in this new season.  The youth group is gearing 
up for our big event of the summer - our annual 
summer camp at Camp Casey.  We are taking it 
up a few notches this year in intensity and excite-
ment.  We have a new youth group leader, Kris-
tine, who is in a band that will be leading us in 
worship all week.  Suzanne, our awesome camp 
speaker, will use her voice and experience to 
lead us closer to Jesus and to each other.  We 
have lots of fun events and games planned, in-
cluding a games master from Tacoma who will 

lead us in an epic battle with medieval (foam) 
weapons. 

I appreciate your prayers and support as we con-
tinue the process of getting kids signed up and 
raising the funds we need so that every student 
who wants to come to camp, can be there. 

We are also planning our annual youth group 
dance on July 12th, with a Hollywood red carpet 
theme.  We will be joining some other churches 
for inner tubing, swimming and summer fun and 
activities at NorthStar Park on Mercer Island.  
We have many great opportunities for these 
young people to encounter relationship with    
Jesus, but there are many other voices and 
“thieves” in their lives vying for their attention.  I 
pray that our   students will be able to discern  
the true voice of Jesus and follow the Good 
Shepherd.  

We are in the midst of applying to be part of a 
grant funded by the Lilly Foundation and facilitat-
ed by a group at Seattle Pacific University.  The 
Pivot Northwest grant will select twelve partner 
churches and ministry organizations in the Pacif-
ic Northwest to work together to engage young 
adults in the church.  I’m passionate about this 
work, and this study would be a huge boost to 
our work here at Trinity with young adults. 

The study is focused on collaboration with the 
twelve partner churches to find creative ways to 
address the spiritual needs of young adults in  
our churches and communities.  I would greatly 
appreciate your continued prayers as the appli-
cation process plays out.  I believe God is at 
work in so many ways at Trinity.  I pray that we 
can all listen for the voice of our Good Shepherd 
to guide us forward into abundant life.  

bible study in genesis 
Sunday mornings, 11:00 AM, in Bethany 

The book of Genesis is about beginnings: the 
beginning of  creation, and the beginning of 
God's faithful dealings with the people of Israel.  
It is also the beginning of God's love for you and 
for me.  Come join us for this summer Bible 
study and discussion. 
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Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, youth & adult ministries  

"Back to the Beginning" 
Summer Sermon Series in the Book of Genesis 

July 2—Genesis 22:1-14—Pastor Randy 

July 9—Genesis 24:34-67—Pastor Randy 
July 16—Genesis 25:19-34—Pastor Randy 

July 23—Guest Preacher, Kay Broweleit 
July 30—Genesis 29:15-28—Ma� Gebhart 

August 6—Genesis 32:22-31—Pastor Randy 
August 13—Genesis 37:1-28—Pastor Randy 

August 20—Genesis 45:1-15—Pastor Randy 


