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church  A day before the recent total eclipse of the sun, there was an article in  
the Seattle Times about the benefits of being awestruck by the experience.    
Apparently scientists and psychologists are researching the emotional benefits 
of experiencing awe.  Researchers say that “an experience like a total eclipse   
of the sun can leave people feeling less stressed, more generous and more 
humble.  By focusing our attention outward, awe diminishes our sense of self 
and boosts feelings of connection to others and the wider world.” 
 After reading the article I have to admit that I wanted to shout out loud: 
“Wait a minute, this subject is the domain of religion!”  We know something 
about awe in the presence of God.  This our field of expertise.  With awe and 
wonder our Scriptures exclaim, “When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and stars that you have established, what are human beings 
that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” (Psalm 8:3-4)  
 Is science just now discovering what Christians and people of other reli-
gions have experienced for centuries?  According to the article, Michelle Shiota 
of Arizona State University says that awe involves “an encounter with something 
that’s extraordinary and that also upends our assumptions about the way the 
world works.”  That pretty much summarizes how Christians feel about Jesus.  
His message about the kingdom of God “eclipses” all other ways of living and 
thinking.  We have known this for thousands of years.  Theologian Rudolf Otto 
once described the experience of God as a tremendous mystery.  His Latin term 
was “Mysterium Tremendum.”  He pointed out that the word Tremendum is relat-
ed to our word tremor, that the feeling of being in the presence of God produces 
within us a kind of tremor.  Our word “awesome” means “with some awe.” And 
Otto even uses the word Awe-ful (awful) for the experience of God – “full of 
awe.” 
 Now, upon further reflection, I am able to appreciate the contribution of 
science to the experience of awe.  Scientists have a way of defining, clarifying 
and making these experiences and ideas accessible to the modern mind.  What 
the pre-scientific language of the Bible expressed in poetic terms, modern sci-
ence describes with facts and precision.  However both approaches are needed.  
As one man says, “I know the geometry of an eclipse.  I can do the trig.  But I 
don’t think anybody can be prepared for what this looks like.”  Perhaps science 
and religion come at the same experience from different perspectives.  I like this 
poem by American poet Ron Rash, written recently to commemorate the eclipse: 

This afternoon in Clemson, South Carolina, 
we raise our eyes as our ancestors did, 
but know that what we see is not a sign 

of some calamity, a god’s displeasure, 
yet as the sun and moon and earth align 

something those before us felt survives, 
eclipses all our knowledge and we share 

the wonder as day and night become one. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY CORNER 
May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .  

wrapped in God’s love for you!  

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Jonathan Timbrook  9/1 

Dave Broweleit  9/2 

Brandon Officer  9/2 

Ruth Nisco         9/3 

Sharon Marvin  9/5 

Sarah Butler      9/7 

Larry Fauquet  9/10 

Mary Jo Pierce  9/10 

Steve Parkhurst  9/13 

Allysen Snyder  9/13 

Bill Pursley   9/17 

 

Jenny Johnson 9/20 

Heather McPherson 9/22 

Tessa Machle  9/23 

Pat Pi   9/23 

Jan Wittmeyer 9/26 

Laura Mitchell 9/27 

Steve Officer  9/27 

Beth Nagy  9/29 

Pat Wood  9/29 

Jack Aubrey  9/30 

Steven Tinoco 9/30 
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(Matt's Musings—Continued from page 2) 

co-leading a Sunday series exploring the 
“Spiritual Pathways” we use to connect with God. 
We will be going to a Sounders game, sharing 
dinners together, and exploring art and faith 
through film. I’m excited about what’s next and I 
know God has many good things in store for all 
of us. We don’t always need to look to the heav-
ens to see the glory of God because God is all 
around us, especially when we join in community 
to worship our God and work to bring God’s king-
dom to earth. 

adult education          

"spiritual pathways" 
Everyone connects to God differently. Join us for 
a seven week study looking at different pathways 
we use to connect with God based on material 
adapted from the work of John Ortberg and Gary 
Thomas.  

Classes meet most Sundays, Sept. 24-Nov. 12, 
11:00 AM, in Bethany.  Led by Matt Gebhart & 
Ed Klose. 

book group 
The Trinity Book Group begins the fall with a 
book we’ve all been wanting to share and dis-
cuss for about 2 years now!  Have been looking 
forward to All the Light We Cannot See, by An-
thony Doerr, a book that was on the bestseller 
lists for many, many months.  The story is set 
during World War II, and tells the tale of a blind 
French girl and a German boy whose paths 
eventually come together.  The writing is excel-
lent, the physical descriptions outstanding, and 
the story is beautifully told.  All are welcome as 
we gather in Bethany, on Tuesday, September 
26, at 7 PM, for coffee, tea, and treats, and a  
discussion of this book.  Please contact Janice 
Ellis if you have any questions or need a ride.  

munch bunch 
Wednesday, September 27, the munch bunch 
(adults available during the day) will enjoy a pot-
luck in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30.  All available 
during the daytime are invited. Bring a small dish 
and join us for fun and fellowship. 

sunday school                

teachers needed 
We have some wonderful elementary school kids 
who need people to tell them Bible stories and do 
fun activities with them on Sunday morning. 
Would you like to do this and get to know these 
fantastic kids? You can teach every week, once 
a month, once every six weeks: the schedule is 
very flexible! Please contact Kathy Tinoco at 
jktinoco@yahoo.com to  volunteer. 

hopelink 
In September and October, we’ll be collecting 
peanut butter, cookies, crackers and baby food.  
Thank you! 

fall kick-off potluck brunch 

Come help kick off the fall with a potluck brunch 
after worship on Sunday, September 17.  Bring 
a dish to share!  Sign up at the welcome table. 

LAFFS  
LAFFS (Life Around Forty, Fifty & Sixty) meets 
for fellowship and time to go deeper in discussion 
about the sermons.  Everyone is encouraged to 
bring an appetizer to share. 

Every other Thursday evening 6:30-8:00 PM,  
beginning on September 14.  Contact the church 
office for dates and locations. 

men's fellowship 

Join the men of Trinity for an evening of fellow-
ship on the third Friday of each month.  Fellow-
ship begins at 6:00PM with dinner at 6:30. 

No meeting in September—next meeting will be 
October 20. 

The heavens declare the glory of God                  
- Psalm 19:1 

On a Monday near the end of August, the world 
went dark - or at least our little part of the world 
went a little dark. I wasn’t fortunate or dedicated 
enough to travel to the darkest part in the 
“totality” but I was able to view the solar eclipse 
with a few students from the youth group. We sat 
in chairs on the front lawn of the church wearing 
strange paper glasses, eating gummy bears, and 
becoming amateur astrophysicists. We marveled 
at the strangeness of the light coming from our 
partially obscured sun and shivered as its rays 
were prevented from warming the earth. In the 
wake of the solar eclipse I have been reflecting 
on the incredible beauty and mystery of the cre-
ated world. This is something I reflect on often as 
the beauty, mystery, and awe of Creation is one 
of the primary pathways that I use to connect 
with God. (If you would like to explore this and 
other pathways for connecting to God that can 
enhance your own spiritual life, I recommend our 
upcoming “Spiritual Pathways” Sunday Adult Ed-
ucation class that I will be co-leading with Ed 
Klose). However, something about the eclipse 
was special. It was a rare event that highlighted 
the vastness of our universe and the incredible 
care and complexity that God employed in its 
creation. An experience like this with the created 
order does not have to be a once in a lifetime 
event but can happen every day in some of the 
most mundane parts of our existence and can 
allow our every interaction with our world to be-
come an act of worship.  

Dr. Clyde Kilby, who was a professor of English 
literature at Wheaton College, when making a 
plea for us to “stop being unamazed by the 
strange glory of ordinary things” offered this   
resolution: 

At least once every day I shall look steadily 
up at the sky and remember that I, a       

consciousness with a conscience, am on a 
planet traveling in space with wonderfully 
mysterious things above and about me. 

I shall open my eyes and ears. Once every 
day I shall simply stare at a tree, a flower,    
a cloud, or a person. I shall not then be   

concerned at all to ask what they are but 
simply be glad that they are. I shall joyfully 

allow them the mystery of what (C.S.) Lewis 
calls their 'divine, magical, terrifying and   

ecstatic' existence. 

As another summer comes to a close and a new 
season of life begins, rife with new possibilities 
and opportunities, we can look back at the where 
we have been in the past season. Summer was 
full of fun times for our youth. We danced the 
night away at our Hollywood red carpet dance 
event, we ate S’mores in the back lawn, heard 
powerful testimonies from many of our leaders 
and students and wrestled with our “topics and 
questions” series tackling some of the tough 
questions our youth have about God, faith and 
the Bible.  

Our highlight of the summer was our annual 
summer camp at Camp Casey. I again want to 
thank everyone who so generously gave your 
time, resources, and covered us in prayer so that 
these students could have such a wonderful ex-
perience at camp. We had a blast. So many kids 
encountered God in new ways and opened their 
hearts to new experiences on their journey to-
ward Christ. We dealt with some interpersonal 
conflict as a group that I think will make us 
stronger as a group going forward. We were led 
in incredible worship times by our guest worship 
band, incredible teaching times by our guest 
speaker, Suzanne, and had so much fun fighting 
with foam swords, flying kites and capturing 
flags. I’m still recovering from playing a little too 
hard in our slip 'n' slide kickball game (I guess 
I’m not as young as I used to be…) But most im-
portantly I think camp was a powerful time of re-
connection with God and each other. Some 
youth who had drifted during our transition have 
returned and we are going into the new school 
year with momentum and excitement.  

The youth group has some exciting events on 
the horizon. Corn mazes, zombie nights (I    
apologize in advance for all the foam Nerf darts 
you will be finding around the church in the com-
ing months), a back to school puppy party, 
Christmas party and caroling, and our Winter 
camp in January is just around the corner. I’ll be 

(Pastor's Corner—Continued from page 1) 

 As many gazed in awe at the total solar 
eclipse on August 21 something of what those 
before   us felt did indeed survive.  We are grate-
ful for the contributions of modern science.  But I 
pray we will never lose the sense of mystery and    
enchantment of life with the God we know as  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

— Pastor Randy 

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, youth & adult ministries  

(Continued on page 3) 


