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Perhaps you know or remember a 

word game called Boggle.  It is similar 
to Scrabble only you play with a 
square grid of about sixteen spaces 
which are filled with letters. Each play-
er looks intently at the grid of letters in 
order to build words in various for-
mations and combinations. It is a fun 
and quick paced game, played with a 
timer, each player writing down the 
words he or she sees, and the one 
with the most words at the end wins.   

I was introduced to Boggle by my 
wife Anne.  We played it the first time I 
met her parents.  And I learned quickly 
I was going to be marrying into a smart 
family because I took a regular beating 
at Boggle.  Anne’s mother was particu-
larly good.   The game begins with 
everyone writing furiously at the words 
they see in the grid of letters, but then 
after a few moments people slow down 
because they don’t see as many words 
in the letter combinations.  And then 
someone turns the game board so that 
everyone is now looking at the same 
grid and same letters – but this time 
they are looking at it from a different 
angle.  And they start writing furiously 
again because they see words they 
had not seen before it was turned. 

I think of this often, and I’ve proba-
bly told you the story before, but it 
seems to me to be a great illustration 
of how Jesus is with his disciples in the 
gospel stories.  In our series in the 
Gospel of Mark this fall, Jesus often 
refers to the faculties of seeing and 
hearing.  He is constantly trying to 

change the way they see and under-
stand the people and the world around 
them.  In one account a blind man is 
brought to Jesus.  And Jesus leads the 
man outside the village, puts his hands 
on the man’s eyes and asks, “Can you 
see anything?”  He answers, “I can 
see people, but they look like trees 
walking.”  Then Jesus lays his hand on 
the man’s eyes again and this time his 
eyesight is completely restored.  Im-
mediately after that story Jesus asks 
the disciples who they think he is.  And 
Peter answers, “You are the Messiah.”  
But when Jesus tells him that the Mes-
siah must suffer and be crucified, it is 
clear that Peter is still “blind.”  He does 
not understand why the Messiah would 
suffer, and like the blind man, he must 
come to see in stages.  He must pro-
gressively come to understand who 
Jesus is and what it means for the 
Messiah to suffer.   

I think of what Jesus is trying to do 
as constantly moving the game board 
in front of us so that we see things in 
an entirely new light.  We get so used 
to staring at life the same way, that on-
ly a complete and radical change of 
perspective will allow us to see some-
thing new, and to understand the new 
thing that God might be doing in our 
lives, right under our noses.   

These changes in perspective of-
ten come in the crises of our lives, or 
the failures.  It is in times of great dis-
tress that the game board of life is 
turned and we begin seeing the same 
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Room at the Table 

It’s a strange season for a youth pastor (or at 
least a youth oriented ministry worker) to have 
school start up again without a youth group to 
shepherd. I miss the kids, I miss the fun times 
and mostly I miss the opportunity to share life 
with a group of young people just discovering life 
and faith. But things change. I’ve been taking 
strides to maintain relationships with many of my 
former youth group kids but it’s different. It’s 
smaller, it’s more relational. I still get the oppor-
tunity to share my life and faith with a bunch of 
young people but in different settings.  

I’m so excited about the new young adult        
initiative that is finally getting off the ground - 
Spaghetti dinner every Sunday with Jenny and 
me. It’s not youth group but the goal is the same, 
to share life and fellowship with my young 
friends. Breaking bread and sharing life together 
gives us a foundation for relationship. The foun-
dation isn’t based on a weekly group of games, 
music and sermons, it’s based on a meal. Spa-
ghetti Dinners is a way to get back to the basics. 
Gathering for a meal is such a basic part of hu-
man interaction. Jesus modeled it for us and we 
have even enshrined one of his special dinners 
into a core practice of our faith. Jesus ate with 
his friends old and new, some that didn’t belong 
and probably wouldn’t have set foot (or been 
welcomed) in a “church.” Jesus’ radical inclusion 
allowed others to feel like they belong, that they 
are loved for who they are and it’s important for 
us who seek to follow in Jesus’ footsteps to be 
radically inclusive as well. There is room at the 
table for everyone.  

I’ve been thinking and praying a lot lately about 
what is next for us at Trinity. I’m excited and 
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful commu-
nity. A community that seeks to follow after 
God’s heart in all things and dedicates so much 
time and effort into discerning the directions God 
wants us to go. In this new season of ministry 
beginnings, I crave your prayers. This takes a 
team and even though the Spaghetti Sundays 
aren’t at the church, I hope they can be integrat-
ed in the life of Trinity. Maybe it even becomes a 
new worship service at some point? Hopefully 

some of you can encourage the young people in 
your lives to give it a try. Our God is big, and ca-
pable of more than we can imagine so in this 
season of imagining and beginning, let’s join to-
gether to pray and ask God to be at the center of 
all of it.  

spaghetti sundays 
Matt and Jenny Gebhart are hosting a weekly 
Young Adult spaghetti dinner at their home on 
Sunday evenings—for adults ages 18-35—for 
connection and community.  If you are a young 
adult or have young adult family or friends who 
might be interested, please contact Matt or    
Jenny! 

bon bagay 
"Bon Bagay" is a Haitian Creole phrase meaning 
"Good Things." 

There are so many good things happening be-
tween us here at Trinity and our sister church in 
Chardonnières, and we're excited about all the 
new things we have to look forward to, including: 

 Planning for our next trip in October of 
2019 
 Hope for Kidz 
 News and updates from our sister 
church 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our monthly 
Bon Bagay meeting on the third Sunday of each 
month, at noon in Bethany, beginning October 
21, to stay up to date and engaged as we move 
forward with this exciting ministry. 

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, dir. of ministry & mission  

game in an entirely new way.   I certainly wouldn’t 
want to pray for failure or crisis – yours or mine.  
But I can tell you that I have come to see life dif-
ferently through failure and crisis.  And I pray that 
we all would learn and come to understand who 
Jesus really is through the successes and failures 
of our lives.                                           

— Pastor Randy 

(Continued from page 1) 
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jessy's notes 
Well, Trinity, it’s starting to look a lot more like 
fall these days, isn’t it?  The temperatures are 
dropping, the leaves are beginning to turn col-
ors.  Some plants won’t bloom much longer. 

I don’t know about you, but I am always mystified 
by the changing of the seasons.  Our world can 
look so different from summer to winter.  Change 
is not always met with warm thoughts, though, is 
it?  Many of us like our routines.  We go to work 
during the week, and we get the weekend to re-
charge our batteries. 

As a music director, change is something that  
I’m constantly made aware of, both in my day job 
(as a high school choir director), and here at 
Trinity.  Music has gone through thousands of 
years of change.  That’s why there are so many 
different styles, genres, and forms.  As a director, 
I’m always trying to incorporate a variety of styles 
and genres in both my school’s repertoire, and 
our repertoire at Trinity.  

You would be surprised at how difficult this 
is!  Music is such a universal language, and we 
all have our preferences, don’t we?  This can 
make it difficult, particularly in worship, to feel 
engaged. 

As your music director, I’m constantly trying to 
find ways to add something for everyone into the 
service, when it comes to the different songs we 
sing.  Some Sundays, you might think the music 
is great, while the person sitting next to you 
could have a completely different opinion.  Again, 
music is a tricky subject!  As Randy briefly men-
tioned in service last Sunday, we have a respon-
sibility to be open to both the songs that are in 
our comfort zone as well as those that might 
seem foreign or stylistically different than what 
we would prefer.  Know that I always try to 
choose music with wholesome lyrics.  The theol-
ogy of what we are singing is extremely im-
portant to me.  Perhaps even more important 
than the music itself!  In this season of what 
might feel like musical change, this is your re-
minder that all of it is worship.  Every song we 
sing on Sunday is given to our Maker, and I   
consider it an immense privilege to lead us in 
that.  All I ask is that you come along for the  
journey!  

— Jessy Williams, Director of Music & Worship 

 from the secretary's desk 

Fall is a season of change.  One of the many 
joys of my job is watching the beautiful tree on 
the little traffic island at the front of the church 
turn from its summer green into an increasingly 
brilliant torch of autumn leaves before letting 
them fall away for the winter. 

It's a change that's inevitable, but mostly not a 
change that makes a big difference in my life.  
This fall, however, I'm experiencing one of those 
larger life changes.  My only child has flown the 
nest and headed off to college. 

This year, I'm seeing myself in that tree outside 
the window.  In each leaf that falls I see another 
day of being a person whose primary function   
as 'mother' must now find a new way to define 
herself, (though, of course, 'mother' is forever.) 

We all face periods of change in our lives and, 
for me, it is a comfort and hope to look to Scrip-
ture.  While earthly things may change, one thing 
is constant and true—the steadfast love of the 
Lord. 

From Psalm 36:5, "Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the 
clouds," to Romans 8:38-39, ". . . neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all   creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord," we are so often reminded of this 
great faithfulness. 

Even the name—Immanuel—means "God with 
us." 

And so as I look from the office window and 
watch the leaves kindle with the flames of       
autumn, I remember with joy that no matter how 
much change we face, we never face it alone. 

As the hymn says, "The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to 
an end.  They are new every morning, new every 
morning.  Great is Thy faithfulness, O Lord, great 
is Thy faithfulness!" 

— Rebecca Birch, Office Manager 
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book group 
Beginning with our October meeting, the Trinity 
Book Group will be meeting on the 4th Thursday 
of every month, from 1:00 to 2:30 PM.  Although 
the day and time have changed, the format is  
the same.  We'll share coffee, tea, and treats, 
and we'll be discussing the book selected for  
that month.  We gather in Bethany: everyone is 
welcome, and you don't need to have read or  
finished the book to attend. 

On October 25, we'll be discussing a non-fiction 
book called Destiny of the Republic, by Candace 
Millard.  The book's subtitle is: A Tale of Mad-
ness, Medicine, and the Murder of a President, 
and you can guess that there is some intriguing 
history here!  James Garfield is the president, 
and it is the story of what occurred after he was 
shot by a deranged office seeker.  The drama of 
what happened subsequently is a powerful story 
of a nation in turmoil.  We also learn about medi-
cine at this time and how Alexander Graham Bell 
tried to help the president.  Intrigued?  Join us on 
October 25!  Please contact Janice Ellis if you 
have any questions. 

  

women's ministries              

fall bible study 
Please join us as we dive into the seven I AM 
statements of Jesus in the Gospel of John. 

Using Lysa TerKeurst's study and video series 
"Finding I AM", we will search God's Word and 
seek Him as the source of our satisfaction.  We 
are also going to explore the places in the Holy 
Land where Jesus may have been when He    
uttered these words. 

Beginning Monday, September 17, and for the 
following 5 weeks (through October 22) we will 
meet at 7pm in Bethany to study, share and    
fellowship together.  Invite a friend.  Come and 
be Blessed! 

The cost for the book is $15.00. 

 

adult education                 

"the art of neighboring" 
This fall, join us for a 7-week series based on 
"The Art of Neighboring: Building Genuine      
Relationships Right Outside Your Door," by Jay 
Pathak and Dave Runyon. 

Classes meet Sunday mornings, Sept. 23-Nov. 
4, 11:00 AM,    in Bethany.  Led by Matt Gebhart 
& Pastor Randy Butler. 

munch bunch 
Tuesday, October 23, the munch bunch (adults 
available during the day) will enjoy a potluck in 
the Fellowship Hall at 12:30.  All available during 
the daytime are invited. Bring a small dish and 
join us for fun and fellowship. 

Please note the new day of the week! 

hopelink 
In October, we’ll be collecting peanut butter, 
cookies, crackers and baby food.  In August, 
Trinity donated 78 lbs of food.  Thank you very 
much for your generosity! 

faith & film night 
Come and watch a film, and afterwards we'll   
discuss its artistic and spiritual value. 

Saturday, October 20, 6:00 PM, in Bethany 

  

corn maze/pumpkin patch 
Trinity’s young adults (18-35) are meeting at 
Bob's Pumpkin Patch in Snohomish to find a 
pumpkin and explore the corn maze! 

Friday, October 12, 6:30 PM 
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May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .     

wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you!     

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Dawson Harvey   10/1 

Christine Marvin   10/1 

Kay Broweleit   10/2 

Betty Fenton    10/3 

Alexandra Mignogna  10/9 

Spencer Parkhurst   10/13 

Karin Root    10/17 

Susan Tracey   10/18 

Oranell Williscroft  10/18 

Ric Heidger   10/19 

William Saechao  10/22 

Harlean Mandell  10/23 

Kathi Hayes   10/28 

Anna Tinoco   10/28 

John Fenton   10/29 


