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I am excited about our plans to send a team to Haiti in July 2018.  As many 

of you know we have associated with Reciprocal Ministries International (RMI) to 
enter into a church-to-church relationship in Haiti.  The idea for this came from 
Matt Gebhart, our Director of youth and adult ministries, whose father-in-law has 
been involved with RMI for many years, making trips to Haiti through his church 
in Portland.  So for the next several months we will be planning, forming the 
team, and preparing spiritually and financially for the trip.  The trip will cost about 
$2000 per person. 

 This overseas trip to Haiti brings to mind other mission activities which 
Trinity supports.  In addition to general support of Presbyterian missions, includ-
ing Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Trinity supports local ministries such as 
Shoreline Community Care, Hopelink, and Shoreline Young Life.  We also volun-
teer and support the Turning Point ministry, providing after school tutoring for the 
children of immigrant families, taking place in our own building.  And we support 
the work of Steve and Dianne Parkhurst with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Spain, 
as well as the ministry of Andrew and Amy Funka with Alongside Ministries in 
the Czech Republic.   

 I intentionally list these ministries as a way to affirm the great work that 
our church is doing in mission to proclaim the gospel and serve the needs of 
people in our community and overseas.  We are doing good work in the name of 
Jesus Christ!    

 I also want to bring attention to the connection between mission and  
prayer.  Trinity is a community of prayer and action; action and prayer.  Both are 
essential.  Our ministries of service have their source in prayer.  Prayer is the 
ground out of which our service and mission grows.  Prayer without service is 
narrow and self-absorbed.  Service without prayer is left spiritually un-anchored 
and can lead to burnout.   

 Jesus is our model of the balance between ministry and prayer.  In the 
opening chapters of the gospel of Mark, Jesus is seen going quickly from one 
place to another.  But then Mark says, “In the morning, while it was still very 
dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.”  There 
is no doubt that Jesus’ energetic ministry is fueled by his dedicated life of prayer 
and his ongoing fellowship with God.   

 Gratefully, Trinity has followed the lead of Jesus. We faithfully practice 
both prayer and service.  We have prayer retreats, we practice personal prayer, 
and we have ministry projects and mission.  This fall, as we begin planning for 
our trip to Haiti, we are continuing to pray as well.  Prayer is what will make a trip 
to Haiti meaningful and effective.  So please keep praying and serving.  This is 
the joyful balance of life with Christ. 

— Pastor Randy 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAY CORNER 
May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .  

wrapped in God’s love for you!  

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Dawson Harvey   10/1 

Christine Marvin   10/1 

Kay Broweleit   10/2 

Betty Fenton    10/3 

Dan Shelhamer   10/7 

Alexandra Mignogna  10/9 

Spencer Parkhurst   10/13 

Karin Root    10/17 

 

Susan Tracey   10/18 

Oranell Williscroft  10/18 

Martha Halvorsen  10/21 

William Saechao  10/22 

Harlean Mandell  10/23 

Kathi Hayes   10/28 

Anna Tinoco   10/28 

John Fenton   10/29 
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Chaos. The world seems especially full of it right 
now. Our country is increasingly divided on a 
weekly or even daily basis. Our world is under 
assault from the chaotic expressions of weather. 
Hurricanes. Earthquakes. Floods. We rally to-
gether to support disaster relief only to awake to 
a new disaster the next day. 

As we settle into fall and begin our familiar 
rhythms of sweaters, rain jackets and pumpkin 
spice everything, we are wrestling with uncertain-
ty. What can we possibly do? How can we help 
our brothers and sisters around the world and 
here at home? I’m reminded of this lyric from a 
worship song written by Kristian Stanfill: 

“Troubles surround me, chaos abounding  

My soul will rest in You 

I will not fear the war 
I will not fear the storm  

My help is on the way,  
my help is on the way” 

The good news is that there IS something that 
we can do. We can trust in the Lord, the Creator 
and Sustainer who makes all things new. We 
know this but sometimes it can seem insufficient 
when we are looking for something more tangi-
ble, something practical, something specific. 

Trinity is beginning a new and exciting partner-
ship with a church in Haiti and my prayer is that 
this partnership can be something we can rally 
around. It can become OUR cause, our expres-
sion of love for our global neighbors. I hope we 
can direct our desire for good, our love and sup-
port to our Christian brothers living in poverty 
and under constant threat of disaster. 

It can seem like a small thing, supporting a 
church in Haiti, when it seems like our world is 
falling apart. But God sees our faithfulness in the 
small things. We will have opportunities for child 
sponsorship, which makes a very concrete prac-
tical impact on the lives of these kids. We can 
send goats to impoverished families or provide 
water filtration, solar lights, etc. Some of us will 
be able to go next summer and put faces to 
names, to see the fruit of our labor of love. This 
is exciting work that I pray will energize our com-

munity as we faithfully continue to do God’s work 
together. 

So won’t you join me in praying for peace, pray-
ing for direction and discernment? We will not 
fear the storm, we will not fear the war. Our help 
is on the way.  

haiti trip info meeting 
Come on October 22 at 7:00 PM in Bethany to 
learn more about the trip.  It's the next step for 
people who are interested in going.  We hope to 
see you there! 

If you are feeling called to respond to the needs 
springing from the many disasters sweeping the 
world in recent weeks, from hurricanes to earth-
quakes to wildfires, consider Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance. 

You can find information on their website 
pda.pcusa.org regarding their responses and 
how you can help, through donations, actions, 
and prayer. 

trinity choir 
If you enjoy singing and have a heart for worship, 
God may be calling you to join our developing 
choir.  We practice every other week after wor-
ship.  Next rehearsals will be Sundays, Oct. 8 
and 22. 

We'll be preparing musical selections for various 
Sundays throughout the year.  Some pieces are 
easy and will require only a few rehearsals.   
Other, more complex arrangements, may need 
greater time and concentration.  You decide 
which pieces in which you want to participate 
and which ones you would rather sit out.  Our 
first performance will be November 5. 

Everyone is welcome, even if you've never sung 
in a choir before.  The only requirement is a    
desire to make a joyful noise! 

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, youth & adult ministries  operation christmas child 
Trinity Presbyterian Church is delighted to once 
again partner with Samaritan’s Purse to collect 
shoeboxes filled with gifts for children in need. 
Please help us to spread God’s love to children 
all around the world. There will be shoeboxes 
and flyers to pick up in the foyer starting on   
Sunday, October 1, to help you with this pro-
cess.  The cost for sending each shoebox is $9 
this year. 

Collection date at Trinity: November 5th (or earli-
er). 

thank you 
A special “Thank you” to all who last spring     
donated clothing for the Summer Bible Camps   
in Ukraine.  And “Thank you” to everyone, who 
through the Missions Committee, donated funds 
to purchase additional new and used clothing  
and pay the shipping costs to Ukraine. 

Bible Camps were held in churches in four villag-
es in July and August.  Attendance varied from 
80 in one church to 160 in another.  Schedules 
also varied from 5 to 6 days plus the children’s 
participation in the Sunday worship service to 
which the parents were encouraged to attend. 

Some 440 children attended at least part of a 
week in one camp or another.  

Thanks again for your help. 

adult education          

"spiritual pathways" 
Everyone connects to God differently. Join us for 
an eight-week study looking at different path-
ways we use to connect with God based on ma-
terial adapted from the work of John Ortberg and 
Gary Thomas.  

Classes meet Sundays, Sept. 24-Nov. 12, 11:00 
AM, in Bethany.  Led by Matt Gebhart & Ed 
Klose. 

hopelink 
In October, we’ll be collecting peanut butter, 
cookies, crackers and baby food.  Thank you! 

munch bunch 
Wednesday, October 25, the munch bunch 
(adults available during the day) will enjoy a pot-
luck in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30.  All available 
during the daytime are invited. Bring a small dish 
and join us for fun and fellowship. 

book group 
The Trinity Book Group is open to anyone who 
enjoys reading and talking about books!  In  Oc-
tober we’ll be reading Tell the Wolves I’m Home, 
by Carol Rifka Brunt.  This novel is set in the 
1980’s and tells the story of two lonely people 
who become unlikely friends and discover that 
“sometimes you don’t know you’ve lost someone 
until you’ve found them again. “ The Wall Street 
Journal named it as one of their top books in 
2012 and in their review, commented, “Brunt 
strikes a difficult balance, imbuing June with the 
disarming candor of a child and the melancholy 
wisdom of a heart-scarred adult.”  Please join   
us in Bethany on October 24, at 7 PM, for coffee, 
tea, treats, and discussion about this book.  If 
you have questions or need a ride, please con-
tact Janice Ellis.   

men’s fellowship 
All men are welcome to our men's fellowship  
dinner Friday, October 20.  Join us at 6:00 PM, 
with dinner at 6:30.  RSVP to Ron Hecht at 425-

776-4605 or Gordon McPherson at 206-321-

7850. 

Sermon Scriptures 

for October 

October 1—Philippians 2:1-13                        

October 8—Philippians 3:4b-14  
October 15—Philippians 4:1-9 

October 22—1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
October 29—1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 


