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trinity 

presbyterian 

church The current highly charged political scene raises questions about how fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ might be thinking and responding to the events of our 
day.  There are many responses, and there is, of course, no one Christian way 
to view things.  We don’t have a “what would Jesus do?” question with a simple 
answer here.  So in our newsletter over the next two months I would like to make 
some observations, ask some questions, and seek direction with you.  

We can probably all agree that it is a positive thing to have more political  
interest and deeper awareness of what is taking place in our nation and world.  
Today issues seem to matter personally and nationally in a way they have not 
for some time.   

But like a lot of you, and like many in the Pacific Northwest, I am shocked 
and exasperated by the behavior of our current president.  Some of his actions 
and statements are so strange that it all seems surreal.  “Did he really say that?”  
I wonder how long we can do this.  And I worry about our nation.   

On the other hand, I do have a new appreciation for those who complain 
about the media.  The “tolerance” of the left leaning news media has hardened 
into a kind of intolerance.  Network television sit-coms and dramas have become 
predictably liberal in their cultural and political views, and there is little considera-
tion of views other than the dominant view of the left. 

In addition, I begin to wonder if the American system is somehow broken or, 
at the least, dysfunctional, and in need of major repair.  Supporters of Donald 
Trump are tired with business as usual.  And they have a point.   

History is instructive.  For hundreds of years prior to the first century B.C. 
Rome was a Republic led by popularly elected Consuls and Senators.  But the 
Republic had grown—its interests were spread throughout the Mediterranean 
world and Europe, and the Senate had become entrenched and elitist, lacking 
an energetic and creative vision for the Republic.  So a series of strongmen be-
gan to take control, currying the favor of the legions, and eventually, though he 
did not embrace the title “king,” Julius Caesar briefly ruled Rome as a dictator.  
What Caesar began was finally realized when his nephew  Octavian, after a  
long struggle, eventually took his place, becoming Emperor Augustus.  From 
that time on Rome was led by a succession of imperial dictators.   

Parallels with ancient history are worth noting, and we are careful about pre-
dicting such developments in our time.  However, people are asking: is Donald 
Trump an ominous threat to our sacred institutions, or does he represent an   
important challenge to some of our sacred cows?  Time will tell.   

Jesus of Nazareth arrived as the Roman republic was becoming an empire, 
born “In those days (when) a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered.” (Luke 2:1) He would be declared Lord of lords 
and King of kings, and we who are his followers owe our ultimate allegiance and 
loyalty to him.  That truth will provide a focus for us next month when we talk 
about some of the practical implications of Jesus’ lordship in our lives and times. 

 — Pastor Randy 
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JUNE BIRTHDAY CORNER 
May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .  

wrapped in God’s love for you!  

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Nick Fletcher  6/3 

Dale Parkhurst 6/3 

Andrew Wilson 6/4 

Nick Berge  6/7 

Nick Davenport 6/7 

Randy Butler  6/9 

Doug Machle  6/9 

Gabe Williams 6/11 

Anne Butler  6/16  

Jan Sage  6/16 

Becky Good  6/17 

Daniel Hancock 6/17 

Jaci Hancock  6/19 

David Yoder  6/19 

Marietta Oswald      6/23 

Betsy Poehlman 6/23 

Will Tinoco  6/23 

Ellen Kalvig  6/29 

Cliff Williams  6/29 
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all-church fellowship brunch 

On Sunday, June 11, bring your favorite brunch 

dish to share and stay 

after church for a      

Fellowship 

Brunch.  Beverages   

will be provided. Bring  

a main dish, a pastry,   

a dessert, fruit or  

something else you   

especially like.  We will 

start serving about 10:45 to 11:00 when people 

get settled downstairs.  Warming ovens will be 

available to keep dishes hot during church and 

the refrigerator will be available for items that 

must be kept cold.  

 june book group 

The Trinity Book Group will be getting together 

on June 27 at 7 PM to discuss Morning Glory, 

by LaVyrle Spencer. This historical novel is set 

in 1940’s Georgia, and tells the tale of a lonely 

widow, Elly, who is no stranger to ridicule, so 

she decides to advertise for a husband.  What 

happens after that promises to be a wonderful 

read.  Anyone is welcome to join in when we 

discuss this book, whether you’ve had time to 

read it or not.  Please contact Janice Ellis or 

Tessa Machle if you need a ride or have a  

question.  

early newsletter deadline 

The deadline for the Summer issue of The Good 

News (covering July and August) will be June 8.  

Please keep this deadline in mind if you are 

planning to submit an article for the newsletter. 

Thank you! 

men’s fellowship adventure 

Trinity's men's group will be taking a trip to visit 

the LeMay Car Museum in Tacoma on Satur-

day, June 10.  They'll be carpooling, leaving 

Trinity at 9:45 AM.  Lunch will be at the muse-

um, so don't forget to bring lunch money and 

your admission fee! 

For more information, contact Ron Hecht. 

men's group 

We'll be starting a new men's group, with the 

first meeting happening on Thursday, June 8,  

at 7:00 PM in Bethany.  We'll be reading a book 

called "Love Does," by Bob Goff.  This book is 

very practical and fun (with short chapters!) and 

is an inspiring story of serving God and people 

in need around the world. 

At this first meeting, we'll decide how often to 

meet and the best day of the week.  The book  

is available from Amazon and at other book   

retailers. 

no munch bunch in june 

But look for info coming soon for the 4th of July 

event at the Ellis' cabin! 

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, youth & adult ministries  

Our youth group has been going through a teach-

ing series about who Jesus is, from origins to 

ministry to death and resurrection.  Recently I 

was teaching about when Jesus heals the para-

lytic in Mark chapter 2.  You might remember the 

story - the paralytic man’s friends make a hole in 

the roof and lower him down so he can be healed   

by Jesus. 

Like many of you, I’ve read this story many times, 

but through the work of the Holy Spirit, Scripture 

is constantly made fresh and relevant to our lives.  

This time I was especially struck by what Jesus 

did when the man was lowered to him.   Jesus 

forgave him.  This must have come as a great 

shock to the man and his friends who surely were 

expecting for Jesus to heal him not forgive him.  

(Jesus did heal him but not until later in the sto-

ry). 

The take away here is that Jesus knows what we 

need much better than we do.  Jesus saw that 

this man’s body was broken, but Jesus knew that 

forgiveness was what he really needed.  The 

good news is that we are all already forgiven 

through Jesus’ work on the cross.  It’s easy for  

us to lose sight of what is really important but   

Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves 

and we must continually seek his direction as we 

rearrange our priorities to be in line with God’s 

vision for us.   

It continues to be such a joy and privilege to work 

with youth and adults here at Trinity.  I was 

amazed by the dedication to service shown by 

our youth during our Cinco De Service overnight-

er.  Many of you joined us for a Friday night fiesta 

where we ate lots of Mexican food and heard 

from a representative from World Concern about 

human trafficking and modern day slavery.  Our 

youth were inspired and we will be continuing      

a service relationship with World Concern going 

forward, so stay tuned for how you can be in-

volved in the important work they are doing for 

the Kingdom. 

After the fiesta, our youth went out on Saturday to 

several sites around the area to serve our neigh-

bors and to support the work God is doing 

through other hands and feet.  I pray that we all 

can continue to develop “hearts of service” as we 

obediently follow God’s command to love our 

neighbors.  

Our youth group summer camp is coming up on 

August 5th-8th and we are full speed ahead in 

planning and preparing for that.  Many thanks    

to everyone who has been involved with our fund-

raising efforts so that every student who wants to 

come to camp will be able to. 

I had a wonderful time playing bunco with the 

LAFFS group, and we hope to plan a bunco party 

for everyone sometime soon. 

Plans are in motion for some very exciting oppor-

tunities that will allow youth and adults from Trini-

ty to serve God and God’s church on a global 

scale. 

Stay tuned for more information on that.  I ask 

that you all would pray for God’s guidance and 

direction so that we can move forward following 

God’s priorities and not our own.  Jesus knows  

us better than we know ourselves and loves us 

infinitely.  What a joy it is to be called into service 

to our God! 

hopelink  
In June, we’ll be collecting soup, canned fruit, 

canned veggies, and baby food.  Thank you! 


