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church I am praying that 2018 will be a year in which we at Trinity continue to seek 
how God is leading us into the future, and I am hoping that we grow in the prac-
tice of discernment.  What exactly is discernment?  Well, many organizations, 
churches included, engage in strategic planning or systematic and thoughtful 
decision making.  But the church owes its existence to God whose Word is  
present and speaking to us in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.  And though 
we want to understand how to make good decisions and do good planning, 
above all we want to listen to the voice of God speaking to us and leading us.  
Discernment is the practice of discriminating (in the good sense of the word) 
among the various voices of our day and learning how to tune our ear to the 
voice of God above all.  Author and teacher Elizabeth Liebert says that 
“Discernment is the process of intentionally becoming aware of how God is  
present, active, and calling us as individuals and communities so that we can 
respond with increasingly greater faithfulness.”              

In the opening months of the year we will have three opportunities to grow 
in discernment.  First, beginning January 14, I will be leading a four week series 
after worship called “Decisions, Decisions: The Art of Discerning God’s Ways 
and Will.”  In this class we will explore how we might become better at making 
decisions that are in sync with God’s purposes for our lives.  Everybody faces 
decisions, and we want to decide well.  But discernment involves more.  We 
want to be good decision makers, but we also want to be discerning people.  
Ultimately practicing discernment is about becoming mature followers of Jesus, 
growing in our confidence and ability to hear and respond to the voice of God in 
all that we do and all that we are.  I hope you will join us at the beginning of 
2018 for this opportunity in spiritual growth. 

Second, the Session has entered into an agreement with Renewal Minis-
tries Northwest (RMNW) to more fully discern where God is leading Trinity at 
this time in our life together.  There is good energy among us and our ministry 
is vital and life giving.  But the challenges of church ministry in this time require 
us to think creatively about where God is leading.  We will engage in a full scale 
congregational discernment process with RMNW beginning with a congrega-
tional gathering on Saturday, February 10, from 9-3 in Bethany.  I am excited 
about this opportunity and how it might open us up to new ideas and ways of 
being in ministry.   

Finally, starting in January, the women’s ministry team will be leading a 
study series for women, Discerning the Voice of God, by Priscilla Shirrer, to  
explore these same themes.  (Dates and times to be determined.) 

The hope for all this is that we become not just more spiritually discerning 
people, but that we also become more engaged followers of Jesus for the good 
of our church and community and for the world. Our world needs thoughtful 
pray-ers and discerning disciples of Jesus more than ever! 

— Pastor Randy 
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Ron Hecht     1/1 

Emily Butler     1/2 

Theodore Timbrook    1/4 

Joe Tinoco     1/8 

Paul Mandell     1/12 

Leanna Pierce     1/14 

Karen Johnson        1/16 

 

Sharon Gowdey     1/19 

Brenda Williams     1/24 

Tina Williams      1/25 

Susheel Immanuel     1/27 

Ruth Zinovich     1/27 

Mary Biskey      1/28 

Kathy Tinoco      1/31 
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new members                    

cornerstone class 
If you are ready for the next step in your relation-
ship with God at Trinity, we will be holding a new 
members class on Sunday evenings January 21 
and 28, 2018.  We hope that you will come and 
consider becoming a member of Trinity.   

What does membership in a church mean?  It 
means that we are fully invested in the ministry 
and can participate in the decisions, leadership 
and direction of our church.  By joining the church 
we are saying that we want to be as committed as 
we possibly can to the ministry of the local con-
gregation.  Membership provides an effective way 
for us to put to use our God given gifts and abili-
ties for the good of the Body of Christ and the 
community.                

We aren’t perfect; a church is a community of 
flawed human beings.  But Trinity is a healthy and 
vital congregation, and we would love to have you 
join so that your unique personality and ministry 
might bless us and others.   

On both Sundays we will meet for dinner at 5:30 
and conclude by 8:30.  

Please let us know by email or phone if you are 
interested.  I hope we see you on January 21.  
Thank you for your presence & ministry at Trinity. 

men’s fellowship 
All men are welcome to our men's fellowship din-
ner Friday, January 19.  Join us at 6:00 PM, with 
dinner at 6:30.  RSVP to Ron Hecht at 425-776-
4605 or Gordon McPherson at 206-321-7850. 

book group 
In Caleb’s Crossing, Geraldine Brooks creates an 
insightful and detailed historical view of an early 
Puritan community, an indentured servant Bethia, 
and the Indian tribe whose land they have occu-
pied. As Bethia matures into a more independent 
thinker she is at odds with her brother and the  
other Puritan men around her. Join the Book 
Group in reading this interesting historical novel 
and then come to our discussion at 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday, January 23, in Bethany. 

adult education 

Decisions, Decisions: 
The Art of Discerning God’s Ways and Will 

Do you want to have a better sense of how God is 
active and speaking in your everyday life?  Do you 
want to grow in spiritual confidence? Do you want 
to make decisions that are in sync with God and 
who God made you to be?   

We are always making decisions: If you are think-
ing about  taking a new job, going to school, get-
ting married, retiring or selling the home you’ve 
lived in for forty years this class may be for 
you.  Join us for a four week series on developing 
our ability to discern God’s ways and will for our 
life and our world.   

11:00AM Sundays in Bethany, Jan 14 - Feb 11 

faith & film night 
Join us on Saturday, January 20, at 6:00 PM in 
Bethany for Faith & Film Night, where we'll watch 
a film and then discuss its artistic and spiritual  
value. 

In January, we'll be watching "Silence," staring 
Andrew Garfield and Adam Driver, directed by 
Martin Scorsese.  From IMDB: "In the 17th centu-
ry, two Portuguese Jesuit priests travel to Japan 
in an attempt to locate their mentor, who is ru-
mored to have committed apostasy, and to propa-
gate Catholicism."  (Rated R for some disturbing 
violent content) 

christmas shoeboxes 
Where was yours delivered? 

Mine went to Ukraine. Chances are that all the 
boxes from Trinity went there. From my experi-
ence with conditions and people in Ukraine, the 
gifts will be much appreciated and well used. 

Trinity sent 60 boxes, 35 to boys and 25 to girls. 
Thanks again for your outstanding support. 

Trinity Missions, Paul Leaf   

During this past season of Advent, I often found 
myself reflecting on waiting. Advent is a season 
of anticipation for the Joy that Christmas brings 
when God joined humanity and was forever 
bound to Creation. Jesus was born and now the 
season is one of remembrance and celebration 
but we are still waiting. We are waiting for Christ 
to come again to reconcile all things and restore 
peace to our world.  

But waiting is one of my least favorite activities. 
Whenever I find myself behind a slow-moving 
car, or in a long grocery line, or watching the little 
wheel on my phone turn as a video loads, I im-
mediately try and figure out how to avoid the 
waiting. I zip around the car, I choose the self-
check-out, or I tap the “refresh” button on my 
phone to see if it just got stuck. 

One of my favorite hymns during Advent is really 
all about waiting. Its author, Charles Wesley, was 
inspired by Haggai’s prophecy where the Lord 
says, “In a little while…I will shake all nations, 
and what is desired by all nations will come, and 
I will fill this house with glory (Haggai 2:7).” As 
Wesley read this in light of the stark poverty and 
the plight of the many orphans surrounding him 
in 18th century London, he penned these lyrics: 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,      
born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us,       
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation,       
hope of all the earth thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation,                   
joy of every longing heart. 

I’ve been reflecting a lot on what it means to wait 
faithfully for Christ’s return, in the midst of all we 
see going on in our world today. Both indiffer-
ence and impatience, depending on the day, 
threaten to mar the joy we have in knowing the 
long-expected Savior has come, and 
in believing he WILL return. 

Yet in our waiting we are not to be idle. We are 
called to be agents of God’s Kingdom, that it 
might be on earth as it is in Heaven. And in that 
charge we move forward. This month our youth 

will be traveling to Black Diamond Camp near 
Mt. Rainier for our annual winter camp. It’s been 
a strange season for our youth group. The loss 
of our friend Erin still weighs heavily on our 
souls. Almost the entire group are high school 
seniors now and are busy preparing for the next 
phase of life. They have calendars packed with 
concerts, sporting events, and college visits. My 
prayer is that this winter camp can be a time of 
reconnection - with each other and with God so 
that these young people can go out into the 
world knowing that the Savior has come, believ-
ing that He will return and equipped to do good 
work for the Kingdom. 

hopelink 
The month of January, after the holidays, usual-
ly sees a drop in donations to the Hopelink Food-
bank. Because of their ability to purchase bulk 
food supplies that are most needed, monetary 
donations to the Hopelink Foodbank are particu-
larly valued when supplies are low.  If you can, 
please consider donating funds to help Hopelink 
replenish basic food needs during the month of 
January.  Just mark your donation for “Hopelink 
Foodbank” and Trinity will see that your donation 
goes there.  Thank you as always for your gener-
osity to our community. 

tech ministry                     

volunteers needed! 
Are you technically inclined and interested in 
finding a fun way to serve at Trinity?  We are 
looking to form a tech team to run sound and/or 
slides on Sunday mornings on a rotation every   
5-6 weeks or so.  No experience necessary and 
scheduling will be flexible.  

Contact Matt Gebhart, mattg@trinpc.org, to learn 
more. 

munch bunch 
The munch bunch (adults available during the 
day) will have their next potluck on Wednesday,  
January 24, in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 PM.  
Bring a small dish and join us! 

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, youth & adult ministries  


