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The gospels tell us that when Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water 
and a voice said, “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well 
pleased.” (Mark 1:11) These words are meant for Jesus in a special way of 
course, but I wonder, are they not also meant for us?  As the representative of 
all humanity Jesus receives the divine blessing and favor for all of us; on behalf 
of all of us.  It is like the divine favor that soaks him overflows and soaks us as 
well.  Because he is the beloved, so are we the beloved of our heavenly father.      

Do you really believe that?  Our striving to be better than others, our competi-
tive nature, our drive to win and not lose – do they not reveal a deep insecurity 
and fear that we are not good enough, not at all beloved?  Even in our national 
interaction, we seem to be operating at the level of winners and losers.  The 
political parties are said to either prevail and win or to “cave” and lose.  We are 
either winners or we are losers. 

But people who are beloved of God, who feel divine favor in their lives and 
hearts, do not need to live by these rules.  We are already loved!  We don’t 
have to prove it to anyone.  It is the starting point of our lives.  Priest and writer 
Henri Nouwen said that the words, “You are my beloved,” reveal the most inti-
mate truth about all human beings.  “Being the beloved," he says, “expresses 
the core truth of our existence.”   

The Psalmist marvels at this truth in Psalm 139: “For it was you who formed my 
inward parts, you knit me together in my mother’s womb.”  We are loved from 
eternity, and we are born in love.  In the book of Isaiah God says, “Do not fear 
for I have redeemed you, I have called you by name…Because you are pre-
cious in my sight, and honored, and I love you.” (Isaiah 43: 1-4) Your name too 
is being called and you too can hear God’s voice saying, “I love you.”                  

There are of course many other voices which speak to us of how unloved we 
are, how we should be doing better, that we are really not quite good enough.  
And at the sound of those voices we go on to prove just how good and loved 
we are, usually at the expense of someone else.  But we can return to our  
starting point as loved by God, in Christ.     

It is only the second month of 2018, and not to late to start the year right.  In the 
gospel of John Jesus says, “As the Father has loved me so I have loved you.  
Abide in my love” (John 15:9).  Abide in God’s love, let his love be the place 
you live.  And go forth from that place as the beloved of God.  The world will be 
a better place for it.           

— Pastor Randy 
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An old Haitian proverb, “Beyond mountains, 
there are mountains,” means that as you solve 
one problem, another problem presents itself, 
and so you go on and try to solve that one too. 
Haiti has seen more than it’s fair share of prob-
lems. The poorest country in the western hemi-
sphere, Haiti is also poor in natural resources, 
isolated geographically, and has been devastat-
ed in recent years by a massive earthquake, hur-
ricanes and flooding. We are still in the beginning 
stages of developing our partnership with our sis-
ter church in Haiti, but we are already learning 
more about just how many mountains they have 
had to overcome. We recently have been as-
signed to a sister church! Chardonniere Church 
is a small church on the coast of southwest Haiti. 
We don’t have many more details at this point, 
but we have a name, and more direction for our 
prayers.  

Our Haiti “Go” team is now solidified and I’m 
happy to report that there will be 14 (including 4 
youth!) of us traveling to Chardonniere in July, 
with the mission of establishing our partnership 
with these wonderful brothers and sisters. We 
are hoping to help where we can, to allow them 
to bless us in their way, and to allow God to work 
through our hearts and hands. We are going as 
ambassadors for you. As a few from the many of 
Trinity who send their hearts, prayers and sup-
port. More details will be coming soon about spe-
cific ways you can be involved. From helping us 
fund the costs associated with travel, to sponsor-
ing a child, to helping us gather supplies for the 
projects we hope to tackle, there are “mountains 
beyond mountains” - many problems to solve. 
Thankfully, we serve a God who moves moun-
tains.  

Our youth group also encountered some moun-
tains recently, although in a more literal sense. 
Our youth winter camp in January was a huge 
success! We had about 30 youth and adults 
packed into a super cool 4 story retreat cabin 
(with only 25 beds) at Black Diamond camp in 

the foot hills of a mountain called Rainier. In be-
tween the crazy games, awesome worship, play-
ing in the snow, getting very little sleep, and ex-
cellent food (shout out to Kathy Tinoco and her 
helpers), an amazing thing happened. A whole 
bunch of High School students had powerful en-
counters with God. That’s what makes it all worth 
it. All the planning, all your generous support in 
prayer and finances, all the details and driving 
arrangements, it all results in kids walking away 
changed. Changed by having a living encounter 
with the God of the universe. So thank you for 
your support and prayers. God is at work and it is 
exciting. More to come…. 

adult education 

Decisions, Decisions:                                                          
The Art of Discerning God’s Ways and Will 

Sunday mornings, Bethany, 11:00 a.m,           
January 14 - February 11 

Do you want to have a better sense of how God 
is active and speaking in your everyday life?  Do 
you want to grow in spiritual confidence? Do you 
want to make decisions that are in sync with God 
and who God made you to be?   

We are always making decisions: If you are 
thinking about  taking a new job, going to school, 
getting married, retiring or selling the home 
you’ve lived in for forty years this class may be 
for you.  Join us for a four week series on devel-
oping our ability to discern God’s ways and will 
for our life and our world.   

per capita for 2018 
The 2018 per capita that supports the Presby-
tery, Synod, and General Assembly is $40 per 
member. The church pays the per capita in one 
payment based on our membership numbers. 
There is a separate envelope in the box for those 
who wish to designate their gift for per capita in 
that way.  You may also include per capita giving 
in your general giving envelope. Thank you.  

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, youth & adult ministries  
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ash wednesday 

Please join us on 
Wednesday, February 
14, at 7:00 PM for our 
Ash Wednesday service. 

lenten series 
Beginning Sunday,   
February 25, we will 
have a five week Lenten 

series based on the story of the Prodigal Son in 
Luke chapter 15.  There will be several ways to 
experience the power of this story for Lent:   

The sermons from February 25-March 25 will 
focus on the meaning of the parable from the 
perspective of the younger son, the father, and 
the older son.  The sermon series will also make 
use of Henri Nouwen’s book, “The Return of the 
Prodigal Son, a Story of Homecoming.”  We   
encourage you to buy this profound little book, 
available for $12.49 at Amazon.   

In this book, Nouwen uses the painting by   
Rembrandt called The Return of the Prodigal 
Son, and we will provide postcard size prints of 
the painting for the sermon series.     

We will offer small groups for discussion of      
the parable after the service from 11:00-12:00, 
beginning February 25.  There will also be a 
light meal after the first week of small groups on 
the 25th.  

We hope you will join this Lenten opportunity    
to enter more deeply into the eternal love and 
embrace of God  . 

men’s fellowship 
All men are welcome to our men's fellowship  
dinner Friday, February 16.  Join us at 6:00 
PM, with dinner at 6:30. 

RSVP to Ron Hecht at 425-776-4605 or Gordon 
McPherson at 206-321-7850. 

dinner to support             

haiti mission trip 
The Deacons are preparing a dinner for Satur-
day, February 3, at 6:00 PM, composed of 
baked potato bar, salad, and dessert, as a fund-
raiser for the Haiti Mission Trip.  Come, enjoy 
the food, and gain information about the Haiti 
Mission project. 

A suggested donation of $10 per meal, but any 
amount is accepted.  All funds over cost of the 
food go to support trip expenses. 

munch bunch 
The munch bunch (adults available during the 
day) will have their next potluck on Wednesday,  
February 28, in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 
PM.  Bring a small dish and join us! 

prayer chain transition 
After many years of leading our prayer chain, 
Carol Paige has determined that the time has 
come for her to relinquish that role. With God’s 
guidance, Kris Coggin has felt called to deepen 
her own role in prayer and assume leadership of 
the prayer chain.  In order to request prayer, you 
may send an email to prayer@trinpc.org.  Kris 
will be managing this email address. 

If email is not your element you have two other 
ways to access the prayer chain. You may call 
Kris directly (her number is in the church directo-
ry) or you may leave a message on the church 
answering machine and Rebecca will forward 
that message to Kris.  Of course, you may 
speak directly to Kris at church but it will be  
easier for her if you give her a written request to 
take home with her.  Sunday mornings are busy 
and she would not want to overlook a request. 

Please take a moment to thank Carol for her 
many years of prayerful service to all in our 
church community and to friends and family who 
have received the blessing of prayer at difficult 
times in their lives. 
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what's next for trinity? 

We have entered into an agreement with Renew-
al Ministries Northwest to begin a period of dis-
cernment about Trinity’s identity and future.  You 
are invited to join us for the first phase of this 
process on Saturday, February 10, from 9-2 in 
Bethany.  Dianna Kunce and Denise Easter of 
RMNW will lead us in a guided prayer retreat for 
the day, and a time of teaching on how we as a 
church can listen to God together.    

We encourage you to set this important day 
aside.  The more people we have listening and 
praying, the more closely we will follow God’s 
leading in these challenging times.  Everyone is 
invited. 

operation christmas child's              

25th anniversary 

Operation Christmas Child is celebrating 25 
years in 2018.  Faithful supporters like you 
helped to collect 11 million shoeboxes worldwide 
in 2017!  (Trinity's shoeboxes went to Ukraine.) 

Operation Christmas Child has many year-round 
volunteer roles available, if you are interested in 
getting more involved.  See opportunities at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-
child/volunteer-network. 

women's ministries study  
Trinity Ladies, we are excited to continue our 
Monday night study group!  We are studying 
Priscilla Shirer's 7-week video series and work-
book entitled Discerning the Voice of God—
How to recognize when God Speaks. 

This is a study for women of all generations, and 
we encourage you to join us . . . "If hearing God 
has seemed challenging, Priscilla invites you to 
explore a more intimate relationship with Him, 
one that can make hearing Him—His will, His 
heart, His voice—your ongoing experience.  Dis-
cover how you can listen with greater confi-
dence, clarity, and discernment." 

Each Monday session will be from 7:00PM to ap-
prox. 9:00 PM in Bethany.  Please RSVP to Kris 
Coggin or Diane McPherson so that we can or-
der your study guide.  We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

book group 
On Tuesday, February 27, at 7:00 pm in Betha-
ny, the Book Group will be meeting to discuss 
“Etta, Otto, Russell, and James” by Emma Hoop-
er. This book follows an elderly Canadian couple, 
Etta and Otto and their friend Russel. When Etta 
leaves home and heads across the country for 
Halifax accompanied by a coyote named James, 
Otto and Russell have to decide how to respond. 
While Otto stays home, Russell follows after Et-
ta. Within a context of magical realism, the coy-
ote speaks, others look for meaning in their lives, 
and readers are challenged to discover what is 
most meaningful in their own lives. Come and 
join us for a discussion of this intriguing book.  
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May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .     

wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you!     

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Julie Aubrey       2/3 

Layla Alavi       2/5 

Alyssa Goplen      2/7 

Lincoln Hayes      2/7 

Paul Poehlman      2/8 

Harold Berge       2/11 

Dorothy Faulk      2/12 

Kathy Howson      2/12 

Ed Kellison       2/13 

Gordon McPherson  2/14 

Betty Love  2/15 

Kathy Fletcher 2/18 

Randy Todd  2/20 

Betty Morrow 2/21 

Beth Paul  2/22 

Kay Doxey  2/24 

Larry Johnson 2/25 

hopelink  
In February, we’ll be collecting canned tuna, pasta, rice, 
canned vegetables, and soup.  Thank you for your generosity! 


