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I have been on the lookout for joy 

lately.  I am finding the fall season 
busy and stressful, full of concerns 
and worries.  And it is easy to be over-
come by those worries and concerns.  
So I am trying something new.  It is a 
kind of experiment.  I am looking for 
the joys.   And here is what I am dis-
covering.   

First, joys don’t have to be very 
big or profound.  On my way to work 
this morning I drove west out of my 
neighborhood and there before me on 
this clear crisp morning were the 
Olympic mountains.  And guess what? 
They were still there!  They were there 
yesterday, and today, and they will be 
there tomorrow.  The peaks were 
even dusted with early fall snow.  I 
thought of Psalm 91 – “Lord you have 
been our dwelling place in all genera-
tions.  Before the mountains were 
brought forth or ever you formed the 
earth and the world, from everlasting 
to everlasting you are God.”  My spir-
its were lifted as I simply took note of 
the view before me.  And I drove on.   

Then when I arrived at the church 
the “Thursday guys” were hard at 
work.  One of the guys was blowing 
the driveway.  Others were raking 
leaves.  It was reassuring and com-
forting to know that they were taking 
care of the church grounds like they 
do every Thursday.  It was brief mo-
ment of joy.   

Later when I went to the cleaners 
to pick up some sweaters for the cool-
er weather I was greeted by a friendly 
smile.  Another simple joy.  There is 
so much sadness and violence and 
conflict in the world, and yet I was 

greeted with a smile, and so I smiled 
back.  We don’t have to set the bar 
too high for joy.  It can be short and 
sweet.   

The second thing I am learning is 
that joy is a choice.  I am not naturally 
inclined to joy.  I have to work at it.  It 
takes practice. But the more I practice 
joy, the more I find joy.  So I try to stay 
aware of the possibilities of simple 
joys during the day and night.   

Here is a third observation.  I can 
experience joy no matter what is hap-
pening in my life, or in the world.  The 
world seems such an unpredictable 
place, our nation is filled with great 
political and cultural tension.  There is 
much to make us anxious and fearful.  
And yet I will see someone smile to-
day.  Another person will say thank 
you.  I will hear a kind word; observe a 
good deed.  The fact is, opportunities 
for joy surround us, even when it 
seems like the world is falling apart.   

This is what makes Christmas so 
meaningful.  Jesus was born into a 
world in strife.  The land he was born 
in was occupied territory.  Freedom 
was restricted, and violence was not 
uncommon.  And yet: “Joy to the 
world! The Lord is come!”  And in our 
day, no matter what is happening in 
the world, or in your life and in your 
heart, Jesus is near, and joy is possi-
ble.  “I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete.” (John 
15:11) 

Look for joy this season.  Merry 
Christmas!  

— Pastor Randy 
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Lord We Wait for You 

We live in a fast paced, somewhat instant world. 
We turn on our TVs and watch the movies we 
want – on demand. We expect service and want 
what we want, for when we want it. Waiting, es-
pecially patient waiting, is not something we do 
well. In this fast paced, somewhat instant world, 
Advent is extremely radical and different. These 
four weeks call us to focus on waiting – patiently 
– for the Lord. Instead of instant results and rapid 
fulfillment, we are called to yearn and have a 
pregnant expectation for the Lord. 

We need Advent, and we need the Lord. How 
can you use these days to strengthen your pa-
tience and develop a real sense of expectation? 
How can you mark out these four weeks by 
seeking what is most important in our lives – the 
Lord? 

Enter into these radical days that call us to a bet-
ter, holier way – patience – peace – expectation 
– yearning for the Lord. Our church has wonder-
ful opportunities to help each of us use these 
days well in prayer, contemplation, and celebra-
tion. 

Advent is a fun time at Trinity. I recognize that 
not everyone is as concerned with the liturgical 
calendar and might think we are in Christmas 
time (which doesn’t actually start until Christmas 
day). But our culture by and large doesn’t know 
the difference, indeed many Christians don’t 
know the difference. So we will continue to antici-
pate and celebrate Advent (Christmas time) in 
our own special Trinity way. We have a variety of 
festive activities planned and we are excited to 
celebrate, anticipate, and feast with you.  

I’d also like to draw special attention to the Long-
est Night service on December 20. The Longest 
Night service is a small intimate service intended 
to provide an opportunity to reflect and recognize 
that this time of year isn’t always festive cookies 
and egg nog for everyone. This is a tough time of 
year for many as we are reminded of the loss of 
loved ones or broken relationships. The Longest 
Night is an opportunity to have a space to mourn, 

lament, and reflect on the fullness of the human 
experience, an experience that doesn’t always 
turn out as we would hope but keeps us looking 
to Christ as our ultimate comforter and provider. 
In Advent we experience the expectation of the 
Incarnation but we are also reminded that we are 
still waiting for the day when Christ will return to 
dry every tear and restore all things.  

God bless you and your loved ones in these holy 
days. 

christmas photo booth 
Matt Gebhart Photography will be hosting a 
Christmas Photo Booth before and after worship 
on December 2 and 9!  Come have a festive 
photo, which you'll be able to download for your 
use—maybe for your Christmas cards?  This 
should be a lot of fun!    

munch bunch 
The munch bunch (adults available during the 
day) will have their next potluck on Tuesday,  
December 4, in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 PM.  
Bring a small dish and join us!! 

Matt’s Musings    Matt Gebhart, dir. of ministry & mission  
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christmas joy offering 
Please pick up and use a special             
Christmas Joy offering envelope. 

A gift to the Christmas Joy Offering helps provide 
financial assistance to current and former church 
workers and their families and also enables de-
serving students to attend Presbyterian-related 
racial ethnic colleges and schools.  

Fifty percent of the receipts to the Christmas Joy 
Offering are distributed to the Board of Pensions 
for assistance programs that provide support to 
retired and active church workers and their spous-
es and families.  The Assistance Program offers 
nine distinct programs in one of these three cate-
gories: 

 church workers with urgent financial needs 

 retired church workers with financial and hous-
ing needs 

 pastors with vocational leadership needs 

The other fifty percent supports Presbyterian-
related racial   ethnic education.  The Presbyterian 
Church has long promoted education through es-
tablishing and supporting racial ethnic schools 
and colleges.  

Christmas Joy Offering envelopes are available in 
the Foyer and downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  
The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected Sun-
day, December 16 although you can give earlier 
if you wish.  If you use a Christmas Joy Offering 
Envelope when you give you will ensure that is 
where your donation will go. 

Thank you—Lois Halvorsen, Missions Chair 

warm hats, scarves, and      

mittens for hopelink 
This year the Deacons will again be having a drive 
for new warm hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves 
for Hopelink to give to families. A collection box is 
available in the foyer. Watch for sales or make 
items to give.  Thanks to all who have given gen-
erously in the past! 

Final collection day is Sunday, December 9. 

book group 
The Book Group will be reading Alexander 
McCall’s Precious and Grace for the December 
meeting. For those who know and love his work, 
this is another of McCall’s novels set in Botswana 
featuring Precious Ramotswe of the No. 1 Ladies 
Detective Agency and her assistant Grace Ma-
kutsi.  With humor, gentle wisdom, and remarka-
ble fortitude these women, Precious and Grace, 
find their way through many issues and problems.  
If you have never read one of McCall’s books 
about this remarkable private detective in Botswa-
na, you are in for a treat. This author was a favor-
ite of Martha Halvorsen who recommended it for 
the group to read this year. Remember, EVERY-
ONE is invited to join us on Thursday, December 
27 at 1:00 pm in Bethany for our discussion. 
Those who have not completed the reading are 
always encouraged to participate although we 
might give away the resolutions of the issues.  
There will be coffee, tea, and treats! 

women's ministries  
The Women's Ministries group will be meeting in 
Bethany on Monday nights through December 
17.  We will have a short devotional and then 
have the opportunity to work on Christmas / Ad-
vent craft projects.  All Materials will be provided 
and a small fee may be collected. 

Join us at 7pm in Bethany for a fun evening of  
fellowship as we look forward to this season of 
Advent. 

We will be starting a new Bible Study series in 
January.  Stay tuned for information about that 
upcoming series! 

potluck brunch service 
Join us for a Potluck Brunch Service on Decem-
ber 30, at 10:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall!  We'll 
begin with breakfast and transition to worship at 
our tables. 

Please bring a breakfast item to share! 
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Festive Faith & Film Night 
Friday, December 7, at 6:00 PM in Bethany, come to our Festive 

Faith & Film Night, featuring fun family favorite, “A Christmas Story.”  
We’ll watch the movie, eat tasty cookies, and discuss the film’s ar-

tistic and spiritual value. 

From IMDB: “In the 1940s, a young boy name Ralphie attempts to 
convince his parents, his teacher, and Santa that a Red Ryder BB 

gun really is the perfect Christmas gift.” 

  

Christ�as Carol Sing & Cinnamon 
Rolls 

After the worship service on Sunday, December 9, join in the Fel-
lowship Hall for fresh cinnamon rolls, hot chocolate, coffee, and tea, 

and the singing of all your favorite Christmas Carols! 

  

Longest Night Ser�ice 
On the darkest day of the year, we will gather for a service dedicat-
ed to reflection and lament through song, guided prayer, and space 

for silence. 

Thursday, December 20, 7:00 PM in Bethany. 

 

Christ�as Open Houses 
Dale & Betty Parkhurst are hosting a Christmas Open House on 
Sunday, December 9, from 2:00-6:30 PM.  Everyone is invited! 

Contact the church office for address information. 

 

Lois Halvorsen & Heather Bean invite you to a Christmas Season 
Open House on Sunday, December 23, from 2:00-7:00 PM. 

Contact the church office for address information. 

  

 

Christ�as Eve Ser�ice 
On December 24th, we will have a Christmas Eve candlelight ser-
vice featuring The Dickens Carolers at 5:00 PM in the sanctuary.  
The Dickens Carolers, an a capella quartet in elegant Victorian 

dress, will sing and help lead us in our favorite Christmas carols.  
We will also enjoy scripture readings, a children’s story, and a homi-

ly reflecting on the wonderful birth of Jesus Christ.  Invite your 
friends and neighbors for this very special service! 
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May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . . May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .     

wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you! wrapped in God’s love for you!     

Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Abara Ijiomah 12/2 

Kalinda Marvin 12/10 

Ed Mercado  12/11 

Marlis Fisher  12/12 

Carol Paige  12/12 

Fred Rutherford 12/14 

Vada Higbee  12/21 

Betty Parkhurst 12/21 

Rebecca Birch 12/21 

Andrew Good 12/22 

Cindy Wilson  12/22 

 

hopelink  
In December, we’ll be collecting stuffing, cranberry sauce, 
and canned yams, sweet potatoes, pumpkin, and turkey 
gravy.  The food bank is also in need of any extra 2019  
calendars.  In October, Trinity donated 35 pounds of food 
along with lots of calendars and cards.  Thank you! 


