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APRIL BIRTHDAY CORNER 
May your birthday bring you all life’s simple joys . . .  

wrapped in God’s love for you!  
Please let us know the date of your birth 

 so we can celebrate with you! 

Lleana Davison      4/2 

Ron Kirstein       4/2 

Sara Mainwaring      4/5 

Faye Rasmussen      4/5 

Josh Guidry       4/6 

Yeon Uk Jeong            4/13 

Bob Dutton      4/14 

Caden Norwood     4/14 

Val Norwood     4/15 

Heather Bean         4/16 

Wyatt Hayes          4/17 

Diane Ijiomah     4/18 

 

 

Judy Hodson      4/19 

Cherie Dutton     4/21 

Miriam Alavi               4/22 

Virginia Immanuel     4/23 

Jennifer McLaughlin     4/25 

 
 
 
 
 

pastor’s corner           Randy Butler  

It doesn’t take much to see that the Apostle Paul believes in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  A cursory review of his letters in the New Testament reveals that 
his whole life and theology depend upon the fact of Christ’s bodily resurrection 
from the dead.  There are numerous high points in his writings to which we can 
turn, but I am struck by two brief references as I consider the resurrection this 
Easter season.  One is found in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.  Paul 
has been talking about the struggles he is facing as he travels the Mediterra-
nean world sharing the good news about Jesus Christ.  He says that he and his 
fellow missionary travelers “were so unbearably crushed that they despaired of 
life itself.”  But then he points out that this has happened so that “we would rely 
not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”  (2 Corinthians 1:9) 

The second brief reference is found in Paul’s letter to the Romans.  He is talking 
about God’s astounding call of Abraham and how improbable it was that a   sim-
ple Middle Eastern nomad would become “the father of many nations.”  Paul 
says that this surprising call came from God “who gives life to the dead and calls 
into being the things that do not exist.” (Romans 4:17)  

I love these two references to resurrection.  When you read them in context, 
they are almost sidebar points.  They are not in the main flow of Paul’s thought; 
they just emerge in his discussion of other issues.  The resurrection is so much 
part of Paul’s life and ministry that he lives and breathes it.  His faith in the risen    
Jesus just leaks from him no matter what he is talking about.  He is saturated, 
soaked with the reality of Jesus risen from the dead.  He is nothing without that 
reality.   

How about for us?  Does the resurrection go to the core of our being?  When we 
are in distress, do we consider that we are learning not to rely on ourselves but 
on God who raises the dead?  When we are backed into a corner and we see 
no way out, do we react with hopelessness, or do we turn to the God who gives 
life to the dead and calls into being the things that do not exist?  Too often our   
default position is hopelessness and despair.  Paul knew despair – he admits it.  
But “at the end of the day” he trusts in God who raises the dead.   

I have been carrying that little phrase from 2 Corinthians around with me this 
season: “God who raises the dead.”  I repeat it often as I go about my day.  This 
is a kind of shortcut to Scripture memory by the way.  If you don’t have the time 
to memorize a short passage or verse, just take a phrase or word with you into 
your day so that the reality of the resurrection gets under your skin, begins to 
soak in to your head and heart:  “God who raises the dead.”  “God who gives life 
to the dead.”  May God’s resurrection power be yours this Easter. 

With His blessings, 
 Pastor Randy                 
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reflections on lent 2010 
 

I remember when Randy first mentioned the theme for the Lenten small groups to the congregation a 
couple weeks before Ash Wednesday. The first thing Teddy did, while squirming in the front pew, was 
he started “stocking” his spiritual toolbox. He grabbed a Bible, a pencil, the hymnal, and an offering 
envelope. “There, my spiritual toolbox is ready” said Teddy in a small giggly whisper. I looked at him 
and smiled and laughed back. But I think he’s totally right.  

As serious adults, we always like to think of our spiritual toolbox as building our knowledge so we 
know how we can be more spiritual. But it all starts with what Teddy did. We need a Bible, pen, paper 
or a journal, a hymnal or music, and ourselves. All of those physical tools help us connect with God. 
The interesting thing for me at least is if I were to just grab those things out of the pew and try to start I 
would feel lost and most likely ill-motivated.  

Something that helps motivate me is the sentimental value of my tools. I remember when Ted, the 
guest preacher, showed us his toolbox and in it he 
had an old socket wrench that he had had his 
whole life and still uses today. I sat and thought 
about it. You know the tools that I enjoy using the 
most are the ones that mean something to me. I 
think the same should be with our spiritual toolbox. I 
enjoy picking up my Bible even more because of 
the fact that it was my first Bible that I got for  
Christmas from my sister, and she had my        
nickname put on it. That makes that specific Bible 
even more exciting to pick up. My journal, on the 
other hand, is just a notebook. However, I used a 
journal a few years ago that was also a gift from a 
good friend. Honestly, I enjoyed writing in that one 
more than my simple notebook. The music I read or 
play on the guitar is the same thing we used to sing 
when I was in youth group, and that makes it more 
exciting to sing.  

I realize this Lent the importance of building our 
spiritual toolbox with really awesome ways of read-
ing, praying, or fasting, but I also think about when 
Teddy started building his physical spiritual toolbox 
and how awesome that can be too.  As always I 
would love to hear your stories about your Bibles or     
journals! So feel free to let me know them! 

-Christofer McLaughlin 

P.S. Join us Easter morning at 8:00 for the youth’s 
annual Easter Breakfast! All donations go towards 
the youth’s summer mission to Wapato WA.  

youth ministries         Chris McLaughlin, youth director  

capital campaign goal achieved! 

Thanks to all the generous people at Trinity, we have not only met but EXCEEDED our goal for the 
Capital Campaign. As of March 9, Trinity had received $81,740 toward our Capital Campaign. A    
celebration of this achievement will be held at 6 pm, Sunday, May 2, at our Cinco de Mayo Fiesta.  
Please join in the celebration! 

the fellowship hall dons new apparel 

The Fellowship Hall painting has been completed. Our best information is that 1978 was the last time 
this room was completely repainted. Many thanks to the Rasmussen, Nisco, Williams, Ellis, and Carey 
families for their work in painting.  Clean, fresh, beautiful, warm, and inviting are some of the adjec-
tives that people have used.  New draperies were installed on March 9.  These are lined to provide 
sunblock when needed and to also block drafts on cold and windy days. It is the hope of the Session, 
the Facilities team, and all those who worked on it, that the Fellowship Hall will continue to be a place 
of life-affirming fellowship and warm memories in the years ahead.  

a new look for trinity’s entryway 

The “Thursday Crew” has been hard at work (not only on Thursdays) at pulling old plants and          
removing roots and getting ready for a new look for Trinity’s entryway. We have a beautiful landscape 
architectural drawing of a suggested plan posted in the narthex.  This plan is subject to modification 
based on the church’s needs and abilities in regard to installation and maintenance, but it provides the 
overall guidance that will be used to help us move forward.  Thanks to Judy Hodson for her support of 
this project.  The “tearing down” has ended and now the “building up” begins as we develop the new 
landscaping for the front entrance. The beds have been rototilled and soil enhancer added. A low rock 
wall has been placed on the north side of the church. Look for future information on how you might be 
involved in supporting this endeavor. 

april book group 
We’ve made a change in our plans for April’s book selection: We will be reading Mudbound, by Hillary 
Jordan.  This story, set in 1946, tells of a family surviving on a remote cotton farm in Mississippi. It’s 
told from the perspective of six different people and describes a tale of tragedy and unlikely friend-
ships.  Well-known author Barbara Kingsolver says of this book, "Her characters walked straight out of 
1940’s Mississippi and into the part of my brain where sympathy and anger and love reside, leaving 
my heart racing. They are with me still." 

We’ll be meeting on April 15th, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, at the home of Carol Paige.  Please contact Tessa 
Machle or Janice Ellis if you have questions. Anyone is welcome to join in the discussion! 

munchers & movers 
M&Ms will be going to the tulip fields on April 8th, leaving at 9:30am.  Lunch at The Farmhouse. 

holy week worship schedule  
Palm Sunday, March 28, 9:30am 

Good Friday, April 2, 7:00pm 
Easter Sunday, April 4, 9:30am 
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musical musings             Dan Shelhamer, music director  

As many of you know, I direct a musical comedy each spring for Richmond Beach Players.  This year 
the show we are performing is “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,” based upon the Gene Wilder 
movie of some years ago.  Many of the songs from the movie (Candy Man, Pure Imagination, The 
Oompah-Loompah Song, etc.)  are in this production, as well as several others added for Broadway.  

One of the new songs is entitled “Think Positive,” and is practically a musical embodiment of the   Nor-
man Vincent Peale book, “The Power of Positive Thinking.”  Since the two were so closely related, I 
did some research about the book.  Most of the reviews at Amazon.com were “positive,” but a    num-
ber were critical of one aspect of the book – its religious overtones.  “If you are a Christian, I'm certain 
that the ideas in this book will resonate. And more power to you! But for those of us who are not, the 
book comes across as extremely preachy and outdated. There are many better choices on the same 
topic that don't have some mention of Jesus Christ on 90% of their pages.” 

My goodness – the idea of a book about positive thinking mentioning Jesus Christ!  The very idea!  
But, unfortunately, that is what so many of the secular population think of Christianity – a religion 
mostly based not upon a positive, uplifting gospel, but a system of rules mainly designed to tell us 
what we can’t do.  And nothing could be further from the truth! 

God, through Jesus Christ, seeks to liberate us, to free us from our separation from God and to         
re-establish our connection to the Father.  This reconnection turns us around – in our thinking, in our 
thoughts about morality, in everything in our lives, and therefore, we give up or forego many of our   
previous ways of talking, thinking, acting.  But this way of life we are granted is positive, not negative.  
It is not so much turning away from our old life as turning to a new life – a new life in Christ. 

So let’s remember some of these lyrics from “Think Positive” – only the Christian spirit can truly       
appreciate them: 

 “You’ve nothing to lose, so why not choose to THINK POSITIVE? 

 Whenever my luck is on the blink, I THINK POSITIVE. 

 Whenever I’m feeling down and out, and don’t know what to do, 

 I never give way to fear and doubt, ‘cos THINKING POSITIVE sees me through!” 

In Christ, 

Dan  
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compassion sunday 
On Sunday, April 18, Trinity will participate, along with hundreds of other churches, in Compassion 
Sunday.  The purpose of this event is to draw the Church’s attention to the world’s poorest children.  
There will be a short presentation in the church service, and you will be able to view a video and 
browse materials at a table during coffee hour.  For further information, contact Dan Shelhamer. 

 

About Compassion International 

Sponsoring children in need is breaking the cycle of poverty    

Compassion International exists as a Christian child advocacy ministry that releases children from 
spiritual, economic, social and physical poverty and enables them to become responsible, fulfilled 
Christian adults. 
 
Founded by the Rev. Everett Swanson in 1952, Compassion began providing Korean War orphans 
with food, shelter, education and health care, as well as Christian training.  

Today, Compassion helps more than 1 million children in 25 countries. 

Changing the world one child at a time 

Compassion focuses on the spiritual, physical, economic and social needs of children. The Child 
Sponsorship Program is: 

• Christ Centered. Each child has an opportunity to hear the gospel in an age-appropriate and 
culturally relevant way.  

• Child Focused. Engaging each child as a complete person,  treating children like we'd want our 
own children treated.  

• Church Based. Partnering with churches, parents and communities — to teach, train and mentor 
children.  

• Committed to Integrity. Dedicated to delivering excellent programs with complete integrity. 
 

Development through Christian child advocacy ministry 

All of Compassion's programs are rooted in Christian child development and child advocacy. It's truly 
a long-term process, beginning in some cases with prenatal care and going all the way through lead-
ership development for qualified young adults. 
 

More information on Compassion International’s programs, including Child Survival Program, Child 
Sponsorship Program and Leadership Development Program can be found at their website, 
www.compassion.com. 

“how does attending church make a difference in my life?” 
 

How does attending church make a difference in my life?  Can worship be more than an isolated hour 
on Sunday and instead become a foundation for living throughout the week? To ponder these 
questions, join the group discussion on Sundays at 11:00 am in Bethany as we look together at the 
elements of the day’s worship service and how each of them might speak to us in our daily life. These 
discussions will take place on April 11, 18, 25, May 2, and May 16. (No discussion group on Mother’s 
Day.) 

april showers game night 
Want something fun to do out of the rain? Join us in Bethany on Friday, April 16th, for games, snacks 
and lots of laughs!  Feel free to bring your favorite snacks and games…and even your fuzzy slippers if 
you’d like!  Questions?  Contact Gordon McPherson at (206) 533-2360.  
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